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VTA Daily News Coverage for Tuesday, November 20, 2018 

1. VTA Transit Patrol K9 Officers 
2. You smell that, girl? VTA gets dedicated bomb-sniffing dogs ahead of big event season 

(Mercury News) 

VTA Transit Patrol K9 Officers  

KTVU Ch. 2 (Link to video) 

KPIX Ch. 5 (Link to video) 

 

You smell that, girl? VTA gets dedicated bomb-sniffing dogs ahead of big event 

season (Mercury News) 

Homeland Security grant funds cuddlier and friendlier Labrador police dogs who can be more 

adept at navigating large crowds and detecting or clearing possible explosives 

The next time you’re on a light-rail train in the South Bay, you just might experience a young 

Labrador Retriever with “SHERIFF” emblazoned on its collar nuzzle up to you like it was an 

outtake from “Marley & Me.” 

And it will be true that Nala, or Yoshi, wants to snuggle. But she’ll also be on the clock. 

The two canines are joining the Valley Transportation Authority as exclusive bomb-detecting 

dogs, marking the first time the region’s transit patrol has its own dedicated K-9 unit. Labradors 

were chosen, instead of the German Shepherd and Belgian Malinois breeds typically used by 

law enforcement, specifically because of their affable nature. 

“We want people to feel safe while riding transit, and these dogs are not intimidating at all,” 

sheriff’s Sgt. Richard Glennon said. “They’re friendlier in appearance, hopefully people will be 

more comfortable.” 

http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNzU0NDg0Jk1EU2VlZD03MDMwJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
http://mms.tveyes.com/MediaCenterPlayer.aspx?u=aHR0cDovL21lZGlhY2VudGVyLnR2ZXllcy5jb20vZG93bmxvYWRnYXRld2F5LmFzcHg%2FVXNlcklEPTQ2OTk3OCZNRElEPTEwNzU0NDg4Jk1EU2VlZD0yNDUxJlR5cGU9TWVkaWE%3D
Mercury%20News
Mercury%20News


The hope is that the adorable factor will allow Nala, the sandy-brown Lab, and handler Deputy 

Marcus Barbour, as well as Yoshi — a chocolate Labrador and Chesapeake Bay Retriever mix — 

and handler Deputy Brian Tanaka navigate through large crowds smoothly as they move from 

call to call. 

“People don’t have to worry about being bit. They’re really gentle dogs,” Tanaka said. 

ADVERTISING 

Their introduction comes as the South Bay heads into a season with high-wattage, high-traffic 

sporting events on the horizon. Besides the transit madness that comes with the season’s 

closing slate of home games for the San Francisco 49ers at Levi’s Stadium, the venue will host 

the Pac-12 Football Championship Game on Nov. 30, and then the College Football Playoff 

National Championship on Jan. 7. 

The corresponding crowds, which could easily top 100,000 in and around the stadium, make it a 

priority to be able to assess suspicious or abandoned bags and packages and get people moving 

quickly again. 

“People could be leaving things behind, and that could create a large bottleneck,” Glennon said. 

“Instead of sending in a large bomb squad, we can clear those scenes much faster.” 

Funding for the dogs comes via a grant from the Department of Homeland Security obtained 

through the Bay Area Urban Security Initiative, a wide collaboration of law-enforcement 

agencies aimed at coordinating large-scale security operations in the region. 

During a demonstration in front of the Sheriff’s Office headquarters in North San Jose, Nala and 

Yoshi scoured a VTA light-rail car where pieces of dynamite were scattered. Trained to detect 

18 kinds of explosive-related odors, their noses led them as their handlers followed. 

“They can detect an odor and render something safe a lot faster than we would be able to do,” 

Barbour said. “We’re going to be riding trains and anything to do with public transportation, 

and big events.” 

Nala and Yoshi officially go on duty in the coming days. Both are ready to go. 

“(Yoshi) has a high drive,” Tanaka said. “She just wants to work all the time.” 

 

 

 

 


